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Bruce Spence as his “Legend of the Seeker” character, Zedd

BRUCE SPENCE
On Myth and Legend
BY

ANDREW FISH

yth seems to follow
me,” smiles the
towering veteran
actor. “Maybe I
swallowed it. I don’t
know.” We’ve traveled up the North Island of
New Zealand to meet with Bruce Spence,
who is fully garbed as the First Wizard of the
Fourth Era, Zeddicus Zu’l Zorander, on the
Auckland set of “Legend of the Seeker.”
“This is a great irony,” he muses, “because I
grew up in New Zealand, and I left here at
about the age of 20. I never thought I’d find
myself back in New Zealand, filming, let
alone filming right across the road from the
high school that I went to, where I never,
ever dreamed of being an actor.”
Planning to work in the family business
as a winemaker, Spence studied horticulture before moving on to set design for the
Australian stage. “I was asked to fill in one
night for a guy who only had a couple of
lines to do, and I did. And to make a long
story short, my set designing became less
significant. Acting found me, in a way.” After
cutting his teeth with an experimental theater collective, Spence’s presence and
intensity led him to the screen. He landed
the title role in the bawdy comedy, Stork
(1971), which launched his film and television career, and went on to appear in such
films as the brutal Dennis Hopper-starring
Australian “Ozploitation” flick, Mad Dog
Morgan (1976). But it wasn’t until he provided air support as the wily Gyro Captain
in Mad Max 2: The Road Warrior (1981) that
Spence entered into the epic.
“Since Mad Max,” the seasoned performer recounts, “big stories, epic stories,
that are locked in the pursuit of a mythological journey, tap me on the shoulder
occasionally, and say, ‘What are you
doing?’ And I dip my fingers in that one,
and that one, and that one. I’m amazed at
how many I’m doing.” Spence reprised his
role in Mad Max Beyond Thunderdome
(1985), then lent his shadowy gravitas to
The Matrix Revolutions (2003) as the Trainman; The Lord of the Rings: The Return of
the King as the Mouth of Sauron (2003, in
the extended version); and Star Wars
Episode III: The Revenge of the Sith (2005)
as Tion Medon. Continuing his tendency
toward trilogies, Spence is currently working on the third installment of the Narnia
series, The Voyage of the Dawn Treader, as
Lord Rhoop, scheduled for release in
December 2010.
Spence expresses high regard for Mad
Max trilogy director George Miller, who pro-
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vided the actor his first dip into the well of
archetypes. “One of George Miller’s great
talents,” he opines, “even up to his recent
work like Happy Feet, is to create an
absolutely unique world. And to make all
the characters, and all the ambient characteristics that come together to make a film,
all belong in that place. It gives a film a very
strong sense of place and identity.
“We didn’t know if we were making a
great film or a disaster,” Spence laughs
about his experience on the set of The
Road Warrior. “But we really believed in
what we were doing. George had the vision,
and we broke a lot of rules on that film. I
think that’s what happens with good filmmaking — you break the old rules and create new ones. There are films that have created their mark, and left a legacy that other
filmmakers have built on, and used as a reference point, and I think George is one of
those people who has left a great legacy.”
In his travels from one myth to the next,
Spence never developed a hunger for fame
and celebrity. “Of course, you always present your best, “ he grants, “and you value
what you’re doing, but I don’t see myself as
a highly ambitious actor, in the sense that
I’m quite happy doing what I’m doing. I like
my life to be uncomplicated. One always
thinks that this job is your last, but I’ve
been blessed. I really have been blessed.
It’s a good life!”
His character on “Seeker” once shared
this desire for a simple life, but was forced
to relinquish it in order to guide a young
hero. “Zedd is the kind of chap who resents
compromise,” Spence tells of the irascible
mage he portrays. “It’s one of the reasons
why we first found him locked away in the
forest. He’d rejected all life, he’d rejected all
the other wizards. ‘If you won’t do it on my
terms, then I’m not going to have anything
to do with you.’ Although now he’s made a
great commitment, because he’s exposed
young Richard Cypher [the Seeker, played
by Craig Horner] to this world where he’s on
a great adventure, and Zedd is now responsible for him. And, therefore, he has to carry
out that responsibility. So whereas his life
was quite safe and laid-back before, now it
really is an adventure.”
Spence has a great affinity for the idea
of the ageless wizard. “It’s part of a tradition,” he explains. “It’s part of an institution
that’s been going on for all time. It’s the
great Arthurian idea, too. How old was
Merlin? How old were all of these characters, who go back, and back, into time?
They’ve taken on the mantle of ‘wizard,’

that goes way, way back. I like the idea of
this mystery of time.”
In his wizard robes, Spence speaks with
infectious enthusiasm about the second
season of “Legend of the Seeker,” the Sam
Raimi and Rob Tapert-produced adventure
series. “The stories are very, very rich this
time,” he says. “Even more so than last
season, and I think the adventure is really
heating up. This is really going to be one to
be proud of. There are going to be a lot of
surprises, and I think they will be pleasant
ones. Season two is where we show the
world what ‘Legend of the Seeker’ is all
about.”
As the afternoon’s shoot approaches,
Spence leaves us with his thoughts on the
power of myth. “Everyone, no matter how
humble their lives are, has a quest,” he
notes. “Whether it’s just to get a job, or to
fall in love, or to see out the next day in
some degree of comfort and have a good
meal. In fantasy, in mythology, we take that
quest far further. We expand on it. We’re
using a much huger canvas on which to
take these journeys, but they’re all part of
our subconscious.”
“That’s the essence of a fantasy,” posits
the sagely thespian. “Fantasies are trying to
tell us that we are capable of doing extraordinary things.” ▼
“Legend of the Seeker,” produced by
ABC, airs Sundays at 4pm and 1am on
KTLA in the Los Angeles area. Visit
www.legendoftheseeker.com to learn more,
and for times and channels outside of L.A.
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